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Jailed for Freedom 


Emissaries to the Pact Conference who were arrested and held four hours in | 
e police station at Rambouillet when they sought to present the Equal Rights 
reaty to the plenipotentiaries of fifteen nations. From left to right: Betty 

Gram, Harriett A. Pickering, Doris Stevens (U. S. A.), and Mlle. Fanny 


Bunand-Sevastos (France). 
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| OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 
. The object of this organization shall be 
at to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


a THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
i “Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.) 
| as Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Senator CHARLES E. Cunris, Kansas. 
: , Introduced in the House, May 18, 1928, 


by REPRESENTATIVE F'ReDPRICK W. MAGRADY, 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Equal Rights © 


Let's Make Virtue Pay 
HERE is an old saying in political circles in America that, “Gratitude 
5 never marked a ballot.” It is not difficult to give credence to the pessi- 
mism implied in this adage, for from the days when King Lear was 
written onward benefits forgot have bulked larger among humanity’s children 
than benefits remembered. Politicians of wide experience affirm that the 
destructive reactions of anger and resentment are far longer lived in the 
psychology of the average voter than are those of pleasure and gratitude, and | 
that future favors, not past favors, are the only ones that count at the ballot 
box. Even our own ex-Mayor of Seattle might have something to add along 
these lines, while the spirit of Tom Johnson, which is said still to walk in 
Cleveland, Ohio, could give brilliant testimony. 

Yes, gratitude in connection with politics is usually only to be mentioned 

wit a sign. 
| T IS in this connection that the Woman's Party’s present election campaign 
policy offers something eminently new and encouraging. 

An old friend of the Woman’s Party, a tried and true friend, who espoused 
the cause of Equal Rights long before women even became enfranchised, is 
running on the Republican ticket for the Vice-Presidency of the United States. 

Senator Curtis believes in the principle of equality, and for that reason 
alone for the past many years he has stood ready to do whatever was necessary, 
first, in support of woman suffrage, and then in support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. No man could have a more e or more convineing 
record on any public matter. 

And now, thanks be to Providence, women the country over will have an 
opportunity to vote for him and thus redeem a small fraction of the obligation 
that they ought to feel. Not only this, but in addition they can use the votes 
he helped them to secure to strengthen the hands of one who is their proven 
friend. With Senator Curtis Vice-President of the United States the prospects 


for the prompt passage of the — Rights on will be incalculably 


ET there are those, even in the Woman’s Party, who doubt and question, 
for to support Senator Curtis is to support Mr. Hoover as well, such is 
the law of our land. We agree that Mr. Hoover’s statement to our delegation 
was far from satisfactory, but in our experience half a loaf is better than no 
bread at all. Mr. Hoover at least holds out hope that he may come to be of 
our opinion, for when our delegation met him he affirmed his belief in equal 
opportunity, which is merely another name for Equal Rights, whereas his 
leading opponent, Governor Smith, is noisy in his reiteration of the fact that 
on the subject of equal opportunity his mind is closed. 15 
With Governor Smith in the White House during the next four years the 
Equal Rights Amendment could not be passed without a veritable revolution. 
He is a strong man and a resourceful man, and his opposition which is like 
adamant would be practically insuperable. 


O THE choice lies before us clear and plain. Shall we support the Demo- 
S cratic ticket and use our hard-won votes to postpone indefinitely the 
fulfillment of the Equal Rights program, or shall we support the Republican 
ticket and help elect at least one staunch friend of the Equal Rights move- 
ment to a post of augmented power? 

Strange that on such a proposition there should be any argument at all. 
Yet the human mind is the human mind and it needs no one to tell veteran 
Feminists that personalities and prejudices are frequently more potent even 
than self-interest in directing mundane affairs. 

As for gratitude it is perhaps among the less austere virtues. What does 
it matter that women went to prison for Equal Rights, suffered the hunger | 
strike, were forcibly fed, that in our own day women are making enduring 
sacrifices that all women may be free? We take what they have given, what 
they give and the account is closed; they seek from us nothing, not even 
gratitude. 

So also with Senator Curtis, his work for Equal Rights has been a free 
gift to womankind; he asks no recompense, But would it not be a beautiful 
thing, a heartening thing, in American political life, to find that, with the 
vote in the hands of women, gratitude might, after these many years, mark 
a ballot—a very large number of ballots—after all? 
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French Women's Reaction Rambouillet 


YPICAL of comments by French 
women on the arrest of Doris 
Stevens and other Feminists at the 
gates of the Presidentia] chateau at Ram- 
bouillet when they sought to present the 
Equal Rights Treaty to plenipotentiaries 
of fifteen nations are three received from 
a 14-year-old girl, from 
a distinguished French 
woman who has devoted 
her life to working for 
equality and for peace, 
and from a young wom- 
an artist. 
Young Marianne 
Couchoud, 14 years old, 
promptly wrote to Migs 


try where she was stay- 
ing with her father and 
an aunt while her 
mother waited in Paris 
in the hope of obtain- 
ing a hearing there be- 
fore the plenipotenti- 
aries. Marianne's let- 
ter said: | 

„J read in the papers 
about all the excite- 
ment your activities 
have created. Natural- 
ly, the whole thing 


——ůͤ 


— 


asm, and it occupied 
my thoughts all day. 
Feminist. She cannot understand this 
affair at all, and my father and I have 
all we can do to answer her arguments. 
I am already serving my apprenticeship 
as a suffragette. Hurrah for Equal 
Rights! I certainly want to vote and ex- 
press my opinion when I am twenty-one.” 

Maria Verone, lawyer, editor, and presi- 
dent of the Ligue pour le Droit des 


Femmes, published the following protest 


in L’Oewre on August 27: 


“The Oeuvre described yesterday, quite 
briefly, and following the information 
given out officially by the Government, 
the incident which took place the day be- 
fore at Rambouillet. It is fitting at this 
moment to state exactly what did happen, 
and to show that, in spite of what certain 
newspapers have said, the foreign Fem- 
inists acted in the most justifiable man- 
ner. 

“Miss Doris Stevens, representing the 
National Woman’s Party of America, 
whose headquarters are situated at Wash- 
ington, had forewarned the members of 
the Committee for International Action 
of this party that she was coming to Paris 
in order to present to the plenipotentiaries 
signing the peace pact the text of an in- 
ternational treaty establishing Equal 


Auntie is anti- 


Rights for both sexes throughout the 
world. This was not a mere gesture. This 
Equal Rights Treaty was the result of 
long study and had been prepared under 
the guidance of experienced jurists. It 
had been presented to the Pan-American 
Congress held during the past winter at 


Havana, and was strongly defended by 
Miss Stevens there. American statesmen 
are therefore well acquainted with this 
treaty, the idea of which the Feminists 
wished to submit to the statesmen of 
Europe. 


“Women of all nationalities responded 
in large numbers to the call of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. Miss Stevens, 
therefore, addressed to the French Gov- 
ernment a request in their name for a 
short audience with the plenipotentiaries 
signing the pact. On receiving no reply, 
she asked the president of the French 
League for Women’s Rights to seek the 
intervention of the head of the French 
Cabinet, M. Poincare, in their behalf. 
This intervention was sought, but with 
no more success. It was only after this 
failure that the manifestation at Ram- 


bouillet was decided upon. 


On Tuesday morning three motors con- 
taining the Feminist delegation left Paris. 
There were among this group three Amer- 
icans, two Frenchwomen, one German, 
one Austrian, one Englishwoman, and 
two or three other foreigners. 

“On reaching Rambouillet at the mo- 
ment when the plenipotentiaries began to 
arrive, the Feminists unfurled the flags 
of their native countries which they car- 


ried, and a large white placard bearing 
this inscription : 2 
„We ask for the establishment of 


Equal Rights for both sexes through- 
out the world.’ 


“The Commissioner of Police charged 
| with keeping order 
came up immediately 
and brutally seized the 
flags and the banner. 

“Miss Stevens then 
took a post at the en- 
trance of the chateau, 
demanding that she be 
allowed to place in the 
hands of a Government 
official a petition ad- 
dressed to the Presi- 
dent. But the Commis- 
sioner of Police kept 
guard over her, 
snatched the _ written 
petition from her hands, 
and tore it up. 

“Then, anxious at all 
costs to prevent a dem- 
onstration, the repre- 
sentative of the law re- 
quested all the members 
of the delegation who 


FEMINISTS FORMING OUTSIDE THE GATES OF THE CHATEAU DE RAMBOUILLET BEFORE SEND- were not French to 
filled me with enthusi- ING IN REQUEST TO SEE THE PLEN IPOTENTIARIES. THE LINE WAS BROKEN UP BY THE POLICE. show 


their French 
identification cards. 
Naturally, none of then had obtained 
these cards since they were only visiting 
France for a few days, and identification 
cards are required only for a visit of a 
month and upwards. It was, therefore, 
illegal to make this demand of them. 
“This served, however, as the pretext 
for a general arrest, in spite of the indig- 
nant protests of Mme. Yvonne Netter, an 
advocate of the Paris courts, and of Mme. 
Auscaler, both members of the governing 
board of the French League for Women’s 
Rights, The arrest was therefore unjusti- 
fied, but the foreign Feminists were not 
set free until the guests of the President 
of the Republic had left. 


“I strongly regret that my absence 
from Paris prevented me from joining 
those making this demonstration. I 
frankly wonder what our foreign friends 
are going to think of this lack of courtesy 
on the part of the French Government. 
Evidently it was impossible to impose 
upon the plenipotentiaries an interview 
with the Feminists. But it would have 
been polite to reply to these Feminists, 
even to receive them in the presence of all 
those ministers signing the Pact who 
would have consented to be present at an 
audience. Is it right, is it prudent, is it 
far-seeing that France should make 
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enemies of women, who, in their own 
countries, have a political influence 18 
to men's? 

Our French politicians should remem- 
ber that if French women do not yet pos- 
sess the right to vote, there are a hundred 
and forty million women scattered in 
thirty different countries throughout the 
world who have this right.” 

Fanny Bunand, one of the French 
emissaries who went to Rambouillet to 
present the Equal Rights Treaty to the 
plenipotentiaries, said: 

„What the French press referred to as 
a light and comic incident at the gates of 
Rambouillet yesterday, when the women 
went to ask for an audience with the 
visiting plenipotentiaries, may turn out 
to provoke Cabinet discussion and dis- 
cussion before the Chamber of Deputies.” 


UR former report, obtained chiefly 

from brief cablegrams and the press 
report, has been supplemented by more 
details from Miss Stevens in Paris. 

The personnel of the Committee on 
International Action of the National 
Woman’s Party, which sought the hear- 
ing, reveals the representative nature of 
the delegation and the distinction of the 
women who compose it. | 


The French members of the committee 


are Fanny Bunand, Yvonne Netter, Mme. 
Auscaler, Mme. Louis Paul Couchoud, 
Mme. 
Mme. Malaterre-Sellier. 

The German members are Nini Floch 
and Frau Huebner Van Geldern. 

Professor Maria Loschi represents Italy. 

Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, president of the 
National Woman’s Party, Miss Stevens, 
chairman of the committee and also of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women, 
Ernestine Evans, writer, and Helen B. 
Benentt, Chicago historian, are the Ameri- 
can members. 

Viscountess Rhondda represents Eng- 
land, and is well known to readers of 
Equa Rieuts as leader of the Six Point 
Group of England, leading woman indus- 
trialist, and editor of Time and Tide. 

Mlle. Fanny Bunand is the French 
painter who was jailed with three other 
international Feminists, Mrs. Loring 
Pickering, Doris Stevens and Betty Gram, 
all Americans, at the gates of President 
Doumergue’s chateau at Rambouillet, 
when they tried to pass a note into the 
President, requesting an interview with 
his guests, the visiting diplomats there 
to sign the Peace Pact. 

Mlle. Bunand, whose name as a painter 
is Sévastos, has already exhibited at a 
salon at the age of 23. She is the daugh- 
ter of Mme. Paul Louis Couchoud, editor 
of La Revue de la Femme, and the niece 
of the famous sculptor, Bourdelle. This 
was her first Feminist experience. Of it 
Mlle. Bunand declared, “I feel signally 
honored in having had this opportunity 


Anatole France, Maria Verone, 


to co-operate with the Feminist leaders 
of America, England, Germany, and Italy 
in their efforts to bring the Equal Rights 
Treaty before European statesmen and 
the European public.” | 

Throughout the committee’s campaign 
in Paris to see the plenipotentiaries, Mlle. 
Bunand took charge of the press, and in- 
spired great confidence amongst her col- 
leagues and the journalists. She speaks 
English so perfectly that the Commis- 
saire of Police, who arrested her at the 
Chateau, was unwilling to believe at first 
that she was French. 

Mme. Netter is a woman lawyer, one of 
the leading members of the Ligue pour 
le Droit de Femmes, of which Mme. 
Verone is the president. : 

Mme. Auscaler is also a well-known 
Feminist worker, member of the same 
group. 

Mme. Couchoud, editor of la Revue 
de la Femme, was recently appointed by 


the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 


of the Government of France to direct 
French exhibitions in foreign countries, 


and recently took charge of such exhi- 


bitions of French products in Athens. 
She is one of the ablest women of France 
today. 

Mme. Anatole France is the widow of 


Anatole France, and is a director of La 


Revue de la Femme. 
Mme. Verone, distinguished lawyer, 


president of the Ligue pour le Droit des 


Femmes, is also a great orator and writer. 
It was she who was recently arrested in 
Paris for protesting before the Senate 
against the Senate’s refusal to grant suf- 
frage to the women of France. She is a 


member of the International Advisory 


Council of the National Woman’s Party. 
Mme. Malaterre-Sellier is president of 
the French Suffrage Alliance, member of 


the Executive Board of the International 


Alliance for Suffrage and Equal Citizen- 
ship, and member of the International Ad- 
visory Council of the National Woman’s 
Party. Mme. Malaterre-Sellier interceded 


with the French Government to have them 


arrange an appointment between the Com- 
mittee on International Action and the 
plenipotentiaries. 

Fraulein Floch, who is in her 6 7 
twenties, is a student of journalism and 
a Feminist. 

Frau Van Geldern is a correspondent 
of the German press in Paris. She started 


her career as a musician, and studied the 


violin at the Conservatory of Munich. 
Later she turned to journalism. She is 
the niece of Joseph Frederick Matthes, 


president of the Republic of the Rhine 


Provinces which was set up for three 
months in 1923. Frau Van Geldern worked 
by the side of her uncle in the struggle 
for the independence of Rhine Provinces. 

Professor Loschi is a trustee of the Suf- 


frage Alliance, member of the Council of 


the Italian Federation of University Wom- 
en, member of the International Advisory 


countess Rhondda and Mrs. 


Equal Rights 


Council of the National Woman’s Party. 
She is well-known as a lecturer in the 
United States and as a writer for Italian 
papers and magazines. She is a countess 
who prefers not to use her title. 


E committee divided itself into two 
groups to be ready for any emergency. 
One group remained in Paris, to be ready 
if a hearing was granted there after the 
plenipotentiaries returned from the lunch- 
eon at Rambouillet with President Dou- 
mergue, while the other group went to 
Rambouillet to seek an audience there. 

Those who went to Rambouillet were 
Mile. Bunand, Mme. Netter, Mme. Aus- 
caler, Fraulein Floch, Frau Van Geldern, 
Professor Loschi, Miss Stevens, Mrs. Lor- 
ing Pickering of the United States, and 
Betty Gram of — and the — 
States. 

Those who remained in Paris were Vis- 
W. Tudor 
Wilkinson of England; Mrs. Belmont, 
Ruth Litt, Ella Brackett Bishop, Ila Wat- 


‘kins, Miss Bennett, and Frances Fine- 


man of the United States; Mme. Couch- 


oud, Mme. France, and Mme. Malaterre- 


Sellier, of France, while Mme. Verone was 
at Pontgoin ready to join the others at 
either Paris or Rambouillet; and Esther 
Danesi Traversani of Italy. Dr. Mar- 
garet Stegman, member of the German 


Reichstag, got as far as Brussels, Bel- 


gium, but could not arrive in time. 
When Doris Stevens and her portion of 


the committee arrived at Rambouillet, 


they sought to send the ein note to 


President Doumergue: 


To the President of France: | 

“Not having yet received a reply to our 
request to M. Briand to have an audience 
in Paris with the plenipotentiaries who 
are your guests, today the Committee on 
International Action has sent us as 
emmissaries to Rambouillet, to ask a brief 
audience now . We are at the * We 
ask ten minutes.“ 

What happened then has already been 
told. Following the arrests, Miss Stevens 
made the following statement on the pur- 
pose of the committee in asking a hearing: 

„We tried to take this opportunity to 
present to the plenipotentiaries here as- 
sembled the Equal Rights Treaty ready 
for signature. We want to raise the 
status of women throughout the world by 


means of an international agreement. 


Men act in concert. So must women. 

“Treaties which abolish subjection in 
any form are the ones most precious to 
humanity and the most enduring. The 
whole world rejoiced when the anti-slavery 
treaty was signed. The human rights of 
a race were established. That treaty was 
an affirmation of life; a protest against 
death. The whole world rejoices today 
because a treaty outlawing war has been 
signed. Again this treaty raises the dig- 
nity of the status of human beings. It, 
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too, is an affirmation of life; a protest 
against death. 

“The Equal Rights Treaty which we 
propose today for action takes its place 
beside these two great treaties. But it 
is even greater. Under its terms one-half 
the human race is affected. The dignity 
of a whole sex will be raised for greater 
usefulness and greater beauty. This 
_ treaty is likewise an affirmation of life; a 
protest against death.” 


RIOR to the incident at Rambouillet, 
members of the committee had con- 
ferred with Secretary of State Frank B. 
Kellogg of the United States at the Amer- 
ican Embassy, M. Briand of France, and 
M. Benes of Czecho-Slovakia. Louis Mar- 
tin, Minister of Pensions in the French 
Cabinet and leader of the Feminist parlia- 
mentary bloc, asked for an interview with 
Miss Stevens after the arrests, and Miss 
Stevens saw him on August 30. 


Equal 


will be selected by the Woman's 

Party's national organization in 
which to concentrate its campaign for 
Equal Rights and for the Hoover-Curtis 
ticket as the only candidates who offer 
hope for Equal Rights. 

The State branches will organize their 
campaigns in their respective States, with 
the national organization sending its 
speakers into these pivotal States. Maud 
Younger of California, Congressional 
chairman, is in charge of the campaign 
activities. 

On the list of speakers announced by 
the Woman’s Party are Mrs. Harvey 
Wiley, the wife of the food expert, and 
Mrs. Richard Wainwright of Washington, 
D. ©.; Jane Norman Smith and Mrs. 
Stephen H. P. Pell of New York City; 
Gail Laughlin of Portland, Maine, a mem- 
ber of the Maine Legislature; Burnita 
Shelton Matthew of Mississippi, Mabel 
Vernon of Wilmington, Delaware; Anita 
Pollitzer of Charleston, South Carolina, 
and Mary Murray of Brooklyn. 

All of the women are experienced cam- 
paigners who took an active part in win- 
ning suffrage for women in this country. 
One of the most effective speakers on the 


Prva te States, mostly in the East, 


list is Mrs. Murray, a ticket seller on the 


Brooklyn Manhattan Transit who is a 
Democrat taking the stump against Gov- 
ernor Smith because he has sponsored and 
signed measures arb women in 
industry. 

In commenting on the Party's position, 
Mabel Vernon, national executive secre- 
tary, said: | 

“This is our opportunity to use the 
political power we worked so hard to 
gain to help secure complete equality for 


When newspaper representatives asked 
Miss Stevens for a comment on the criti- 
cism of the women’s action at Rambouil- 
let, attributed in the newspapers to Mrs. 
Kellogg, she refused to reply, but issued 
the following statement: 

“The desire of the International Com- 
mittee of Women for a conference with 
the visiting diplomats is asked at this 
time, because they are in Paris from great 
distances, as are the women who wish to 
see them. 

“Unfortunately, there are no women 
plenipotentiaries in the world. Unfortu- 
nately, there are not at this time any 
women ministers of foreign affairs. Our 
committee therefore must appeal to men 
plenipotentiaries to further the Equal 
Rights Treaty which we propose. 

“We have nothing to say to lay people, 
men or women. Our appeal is made to 
the plenipotentiaries, 


“Mr. Kellogg told Viscountess Rhondda 


women. The farmers vote for the candi- 
date in whom they see the most hope. 
Prohibitionists judge the candidates on 
the one measure in which they are inter- 
ested. Women to whom the advancement 
of women is paramount will cast their 
votes on this issue, and we have decided 
our greatest hope is in the Republican 
Presidential and Vice-Presidential nomi- 
nees.“ 


Miss Vernon challenged the statement 


issued by the National Democratic Com- 
mittee to the effect that the rank and 
file of the Woman’s Party would not fol- 


low the decision of the organization to. 


support Hoover and Curtis. 

Miss Vernon declared that the Demo- 
cratic Committee has no basis of authority 
for its pronouncement on this question. 

„I know the members of the Woman's 
Party from one end of the country to the 
other, and am confident they will stand 
together in this election on the Equal 
Rights issue,” Miss Vernon said. “In fact, 
members declare when they join our or- 
ganization that they place the advance- 
ment of women above the interests of any 
political party. Many of them have re- 
fused to join political parties since suf- 
frage was won, but are independent, 
ready to throw their votes to the party or 
the candidates that they decide offer the 
greatest hope for Equal Rights. 

“The decision of an official conference 
to support Hoover and Curtis was made 
for the following reasons: Governor 
Smith has declared himself opposed to 
industrial equality and as Governor of 
New York has actively sponsored laws 
which handicap women in earning their 


livelihood. On the other hand, Senator 
Curtis wholeheartedly supports the Equal 


Rights Campaign 
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and me that he would be glad to receive 
the women at any time. Japan, Czecho- 
Slovakia, and other countries are also 
willing to meet the committee. 

„We are still waiting to hear at what 
time tomorrow the committee of women 
will be received by the visiting diplo- 
mats.“ 

Lady Rhondda and Miss Stevens had 
addressed themselves to M. Benes because 
of the fact that the constitution of Czecho- 
Slovakia embodies for that country the 
Same principle which the women’s treaty 
proposed for the world. He expressed in- 
terest in and sympathy with the proposal 
for a treaty to guarantee full equality 
between men and women which the com- 
mittee wished to offer the signers of the 
Peace Pact. He said that he would hold 
himself ready to attend any conference 
which might be arranged for meeting 
with the women delegates. Unfortunately, 
the meeting was not arranged. 


Plans 


Rights Amendment and Mr. Hoover has 
declared that he agrees with Equal Rights 
in principle. He has said he would go to 
any extent to remove restrictions upon 
equality of opportunity. 

“Support of the Republican nominees 
for President and Vice-President in this 
election is consistent with the non- 
partisanship of the Woman’s Party, 
which means independence to use our 
political power for or against any parties 
or candidates on the one issue of Equal 
Rights. 

For instance, in 1916, in the suffrage 
fight, the Woman's Party opposed the 
Democratic presidential and congressional 
candidates in the suffrage States because 
this party was blocking the national suf- 
frage amendment in Congress. 

In 1920 we picketed the National Re- 
publican Convention in Chicago because 
Republican legislatures were blocking the 


ratification of the amendment. 


In 1924 we supported five women can- 
didates for Congress, in each case in oppo- 
sition to a Republican. Thus we have 
shown our non-partisanship and proved 
that we place the advancement of women 
above the interests of any political party. 
This is what we are doing in this elec- 
tion.” 


HE following letters received at Na- 
tional Headquarters of the Woman’s 
Party reveal the interest in Equal Rights 
among women voters: 
“856 St. John's Place, 
Brooklyn, N. V., 
September 17, 1928. 
“My Drank Miss VERNON: 
“Glad to read in my Evening Post to- 
night that your organization is backing 


: 
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Herbert Hoover. During the war when 
I worked on the lower East side not so 
far from Governor Smith’s former home, 
I traveled back and forth from the Edu- 
cational Alliance and other social service 
work in which I was engaged in street 
cars in which women were giving most 
efficient service—and to say I thought it 
an outrage and shame to discharge them 
after the war expresses my feelings 
mildly. | 

“T am now obliged to run this home 
(house) without the service of a maid. 
I am putting in at least fourteen hours 
a day and in addition caring for a mother 
who is almost totally blind—and I am 


still living. Only during the rush hours 
were the women conductors and motormen 
obliged to work hard. 

| “Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) “Anna Marriotr Kann.” 


“North Beach, Md., 
September 12, 1928. 
National Woman's Party, 

Washington, D. C. 

“This is just a line to let those at head- 
quarters and on the fighting line know 
that there is one woman (and I hope 
many) who has a vote (in Maryland), 
registered as an ‘independent voter 
therefore belongs to only one party—the 


Equal Rights 


National Woman’s Party—and who is 
only waiting to hear what terms the 
Woman's Party has been able to get from 
Hoover or Smith. For I shall vote for 
whichever man the Woman's Party and 
my party decides is the one most likely 
to help women get legal and industrial 
rights and who will back, or at least not 
veto, the Equal Rights Amendment when 
the happy time comes and Congress passcs 
it. 
“My mother, Florence P. Hill, 85 years 
old, also a voter in Maryland, also says 
she will vote as the Woman’s Party ad- 
vises. “Yours truly,” 
(Signed) CoRNRLIA H. HILL. 


Railroad Attempts to Oust Married Women 


NOTHER railroad has attempted 
A to discharge all married women 


from its employ, and again the 


protests of women have caused the rail- 
road to pause and reconsider. | 
The newspapers on September 13 and 
14 announced the decision reached by the 
Long Island Railroad to discharge all 
women clerks who are married, and not 
to employ married women in the future. 
This action, like the action of a previous 
railroad, was, according to the press, in- 
stigated by the company’s clerks’ associa- 
tion, consisting largely of men, who 
sought to eliminate just that many com- 
petitors for positions with the railroad. 
Immediately the protests began to come 
in from women who read the newspaper 
accounts of the new rule, which was to go 
into effect on December 31. The Atlantic 
City Business and Professional Women’s 
Club on September 14 adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


“Whereas the Long Island Rail- 
road, in taking steps to dismiss mar- 
ried women from its employ with- 
out consideration for their efficiency 
or faithful service, has set a danger- 
ous precedent, not only threatening 
the rights of women but of all work- 
ers in general; therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the Atlantic City 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club does hereby go on record as 
being opposed to such discrimination 
on the ground that such procedure is 
un-American and not conductive to 
the best interests of women in busi- 
ness.“ 


J. F. Patterson, general manager of the 
Long Island Railroad, said his office was 
“swamped with letters from single wom- 
en“ praising the company's decision to 
bar married women, but apparently he 
produced none of these for publication in 
the newspapers. 

The rule which the management ten- 
tatively agreed to with the clerks’ asso- 
ciation was: 

Married women will not be em- 


ployed or retained in the service. The 
only exception being a married wom- 
an now or who may be employed 
whose husband is permanently dis- 
abled through sickness or other 
causes. This rule becomes effective 

January 1, 1929.“ 

Russell Shults, general chairman of the 
committee of the Clerks’ Association, 
which is a company organization and not 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, said that the adoption of the 
new rule was requested of the railroad 
management last February. The tenta- 
tive decision on the part of the railroad 
to put it into effect was reconsidered, he 
said, because of protests made by some 
married women who would lose their jobs. 

“Clerks in the employ of the road are 
governed by the seniority rights,” Mr. 
Shults said. “When the consolidations 
came it developed, in some instances, that 
married women were the seniors in point 


of service of men who perhaps had wives 


and several children to support. In this 
event, the men were the ones to lose their 
jobs. There was a general feeling on the 
part of the members of the five groups of 
clerks represented in our organization 
that this was not fair.” 

Of course, without any facts on which 
to base his statement, Mr. Shults made 
the usual argument that the married 
women worked, not to support them- 
selves, but to “buy automobiles and 
clothes.” One representative of the clerks’ 
association said that only ten women 
would be affected by the order, and an- 
other said only twenty-five, so there is 
no accurate report of the number who 
would have been thrown out of jobs if 
the order had been enforced. 

Just a few days after the newspapers 
made the new rule public, however, the 
company announced that the rule had 
been held in abeyance after protests from 
the women clerks. 

Meanwhile, the Washington Post, which 
cannot be described as a radically Femi- 
nist newspaper, published the following 
editorial on the Long Island’s order: 


stenographers and typists. 


“Just why the Long Island Railroad 
has seen fit to send notices to all married 
women whose names appear on its pay 
roll, terminating their employment next 
December 31, has not yet been divulged. 
Many of the women have served for years 
as station agents, bookkeepers, clerks, 
Excepting 
only widows and wives of men injured in 
the road’s employ, the positions made 
vacant on the first of the year will be filled 
with unmarried women or men. 

“The old controversy as to whether or 
not the married woman is an efficient em- 
ploye is revived. On the surface there 
would appear to be no reason why the 
married woman should not be as efficient 
as her unmarried sister. Primarily, of 
course, the married woman, is not gener- 
ally interested in carving out a career. 
She works for whatever salary she can 
command, rather than for the purpose of 
advancing to a position of authority. On 
the other hand, because the working mar- 
ried woman generally is dependent upon 
the pay she draws, she may be more atten- 
tive to her duties than her unmarried sis- 
ter, whose chief interest in life is often 
apt to be an engagement ‘after hours.’ 
The old argument that it is not right for 
a married woman to hold a job that other- 
wise would be available to some one who 
could not look to a husband for support 
is hardly valid. Many married women are 
compelled to support a family. 

“Organized women undoubtedly will 
try to intervene in the Long Island re- 
organization. Suffrage having been at- 
tained, ‘Equal Rights’ now interests it- 
self in such matters as the establishing of 
equal industrial opportunity and the re- 
moval of sex discriminations. Here is a 
case made to order. Married men are 
not discriminated against by the Long 
Island Railroad, it will be argued, so 
why should married women be? The Long 
Island reorganization is purely its own 
affair, of course. Nevertheless, it seems 
likely that a great deal will be heard about 
it between now and December 31.” 

According to a representative of the 
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company the new rule would not apply 
to Edith F. Fullerton, director of the Long 
Island Railroad Company’s experimental 
farm at Medford, L. I. Mrs. Fullerton, 
it was said, had developed an institution 
which had won wide recognition from 
agriculturists. 

Women station agents, telegraphers and 
other women employed by the railroad 


French Woman Auctioneer 


LTHOUGH in 1924 it was enacted 
that auctioneers in France might be 
appointed “without distinction of sex,” it 
was only a few weeks ago that the first 
woman took advantage of this action, 
when Mme. Barrois succeeded her late 
husband as auctioneer of Chaumont. The 
work which she will have to do is given 
a special significance by the notorious 
French law of property which requires 
statutory proportionment of a deceased 


husband’s estate among his widow and 


children, as the values on which such ap- 
portionment is baséd are determined by 
auction sales, even if the property in ques- 
tion is bought in. 


J udeed by Men Only 


HE President of the Women’s Union 
of Basle, Switzerland, has been fined 
100 francs and her annual report ordered 


destroyed because in it she declared that 


tactless and indelicate questioning by 
policemen of children against whom statu- 
tory offenses had been committed resulted 
in parents hushing up such cases and 
letting the perpetrators go unpunished 


rather than subject the young victims 


to the ordeal of making a complaint. On 
this she based her demand for the appoint- 
ment of a policewoman. The police of 
Basle brought action against her for re- 
flecting upon the force, and won their 
case. 

Le Mowement Feministe (Geneva) de- 
clares, however, that instead of increasing 
their prestige the police have made them- 
selves ridiculous, and “quite unintention- 
ally made fine propaganda in support of 
our ideas,” as the court action revealed to 
the public facts concerning the language 
and behavior of certain detectives which 
proved what good reason the defendant, 
Mlle, Zellweger, had for demanding that 
a woman be attached to the police force. 
Also the procedings, during which Mlle. 
Zellweger was a lone woman accused 
solely by men and judged solely by men, 
upon a matter which concerned women 
more than men, showed the absurdity of 
the Swiss legal system. 

Mile. Zellweger is not only president 
of the Women’s Union of Basle, but is 
also president of the National Alliance of 
the Women’s Societies of Switzerland. 
Swiss women are still without the vote. 


outside the clerk class would not be 
affected. 


W E HOPE that the Long Island’s 
order will never be enforced, but if 
the railroad thinks that it can wait until 
the protests subside and then quietly put 
the rule into effect, we predict that it 
will be disappointed. Women have in 


Feminist Notes 


Women in the Early Church 

os OMEN’S Place in the Early 
| Church” is the subject of an 

article by Eunice G. Murray in The Com- 

mon Weal for May, 1928. It reads in 

part: 

“Just as the Master made no distinction 
in sex, giving His message to all who 
would hear, and accepting the help of all 
who would serve, so with the apostles. 
To women, Christ’s message brought a 
hope hitherto denied to them; they em- 
braced it with enthusiasm and passed it 
on. Their missionary work in the Early 
Church must have been of immense value; 
they taught the young, influenced their 
own men, and spoke with the eloquence 
that a deep-seated belief gives even to in- 
experienced lips. 

“It is certain that in the early Christian 
Church they had an official position, what 
exactly the position was is not clear; but 
the apostles were glad to count women as 
fellow-laborers in the vineyard, and in 
those days neither men nor women had 
definite places in the Church, for the 
Church was without ritual or rites. 

“It was only when women had done 
their part in founding the Church that 
men had time to evolve ritual and rules, 


and it was then, not in the early days of 


zeal and inspiration, that they deliber- 
ately excluded women from their councils 
and from the ministry, with the result 
that the Church and the world today is 
the poorer by the loss of the spiritual ex- 
pression of half the people.” 


Women’s Economic Advance 


N the brief ten years of citizenship 

woman has entered a variety of spheres 
in great numbers and has risen to high 
positions with remarkable speed. In 
every field she, at last, is coming into her 
own. Women in American industry alone 
reach 8,500,000 while the total thirty 
years ago was four million. If all our 
women workers quit tomorrow there 
would be a gap left in industry more 
than twice as great as that created by the 
withdrawal of men for military service 
in the World War. Out of 572 occupa- 
tions listed in the United States Census 
only thirty-five show no women employed 
in them. 

The largest proportion of working 
women is found in domestic and personal 
service, almost exactly one-fourth of the 
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a similar situation shown that they will 
work together to prevent such discrimina- 
tions against married women, and that 
their protests will be effective. Thousands 
of married women use the Long Island 
Railroad every day. A railroad can much 
better afford to refuse to please a few 
male clerks than a host of possible pas- 
sengers. Injustice does not pay. 


total. This figure represents a great de- 
cline in such occupations, for in 1910 this 
class of workers made almost a third of 
the total. The second largest grouping 
is found in the manufacturing and me- 
chanical industries, the third in clerical 
occupations, agriculture is fourth, and 
fifth in size is the group of professional 
workers. 

The largest number of employed women 
are white and native-born. Almost seven 
of the eight and a half millions are white. 
Approximately two million married 
women are now at work, about a tenth of 
all the married women in the country 
plus those who are widows or have been 
divorced. 

The National Bureau of Economic Re- 
search finds that the average wages of 
women are about three-quarters those of 
men. Out of twenty occupations, that of 
switchboard operator is the only one in 
which the percentage of women receiving 
higher wages is found greater than that 
of men. 

Women in the professions progress 
steadily but without sensation. Their 
greatest achievements have not been in 
winning prizes so much as in breaking 
down prejudices, opening up new fields, 
and making it easier for the next one 
who comes aong. 


Another Woman Nominated for Congress 

UTH PRATT, first woman member 

of the New York Board of Aldermen, 
has won the Republican nomination for 
Congressman from the Seventeenth New 
York Congressional District. While this 
district is now represented by a Demo- 
crat, it is debatable ground, and was rep- 
resented by a Republican prior to the 
Seventieth Congress. 

Mrs. Pratt is the third woman, besides 
the four women now members of Con- 
gress, to be nominated in districts where 
they have an excellent change to be 
elected. The others are Ruth Bryan Owen, 
Democrat and Feminist, of Florida; and 
Ruth Hanna McCormick, Republican, of 
Illinois, nominated for — at- 
large. 

Fellow of Royal College 
R. JUSTINA WILSON has been ad- 
mitted as a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh, being 
the first woman upon whom the college 
has conferred this distinction. 
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Press Comment 


N a letter ad- 
dressed to the 
National Woman’s 
Party by the Ali- 
mony Payers’ Pro- 
tective Association 
it appears that the latter organization is 
eager to co-operate with the former in a 
campaign for Equal Rights. The Woman’s 
Party is well known for its advocacy of 
legislation which will put working hours 
and other industrial measures on à par 
for both sexes. It abhors protection on 
a basis of sex. 

The Alimony Payers, like the Woman’s 
Party, scorn special privilege or chivalry. 
They want legal equality. Women, they 
say, are brutal to their husbands. They 
divorce them in order to collect money 
without making the slightest attempt at 
any kind of return. Sometimes they de- 
liberately prevent them from paying ali- 
mony in order to have them thrown into 
jail. Or they disdain the bother of a 
divorce and shoot the husband. After 
acquittal of murder, they present them- 
selves as grieving relicts and ead all 
the property of the deceased.” 

It would be amusing and instructive to 
see the two organizations get to work for 
each other. The Alimony Payers would 
discover women who work long hours to 


Alimony Payers 
Want Equal Rights 


New York Times, 
oe 2, 1928. 


support children deserted by the father, 


and the women would learn how some 
women use their “innocent babes” to col- 
lect exhorbitant counsel fees and alimony. 


HE demand by 
the Women’s 
Committee for In- 
ternational Action 
: at the Pact Confer- 

ence for an Equal Rights Treaty will 
probably go down in history as the first 


Time and Tide, 
England, 


September 7, 1928. 


step taken in Europe to put forward a 


great idea. The meeting of plenipoten- 
tiaries to sign the Pact presented an ob- 
vious opportunity for educating not only 
public opinion, but the statesmen of the 
Powers, in the need for an international 
declaration of equality which would lead 
to reform of those laws which at present 
discriminate against women in every 
country. As at Paris during the Peace 
Conference of 1919, as in Havana at the 
Pan-American Conference this spring, a 
committee of representative women was 
formed, and asked to be received by the 
statesmen. Its chairman was Miss Doris 
Stevens of the National Woman’s Party 
of the United States, who is chairman 
of the special commission appointed to 
study legislation affecting women in the 
Americas, set up as the result of the 
women’s deputation to Havana. Austria, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
and other countries were represented. Mr. 
Kellogg promised to co-operate with the 


committee; Japan and Czecho-Slovakia 
also offered support. But though finally 
the statesmen dispersed without having 
conferred with the committee, the action 
of the women received a magnificent press. 
The project of an Equal Rights Treaty, 
based on the model of the Kellogg Pact 
and designed to operate in every country 
has been discussed all over the world; and 
another landmark in the history of inter- 
national feminism has been passed. 


News from the Field 
Dr. Spencer Dies 


R. CAROLINE SPENCER, member 
of the National Council and of the 
Colorado State Committee of the National 
Woman’s Party died in Washington, D. C., 
on September 16. She was buried in Phila- 
delphia on September 19. Alice Paul 
attended the funeral, and the National 
Council sent flowers, Dr. Spencer was an 
ardent and untiring worker for Equal 
Rights, despite the ill health she has suf- 
fered for several years. She campaigned 
for suffrage, joining the Woman’s Party 
in 1916, and has continued her work for 
Equal Rights since the re-organization of 
the National Woman’s Party to work for 
the establishment of full equality between 
men women. 


_Marylaid Loses Veteran Member 

MILY ANN HERR, 83 a member of 

the Maryland Branch of the Wom- 
an’s Party since its foundation, and an 
active worker in Republican politics in 


Westminster, died at the Union Memorial 


Hospital, Baltimore, on August 21. A 
fractured hip suffered in a fall in her 
home was the cause of death. 


Mrs. Herr was well known as a political 
speaker since she first identified herself 
with the equal suffrage cause many years 
ago. Her interest in politics continued in 
spite of her age and she had served on the 
State Central n for Carroll 
county. 


Her last public appearance was at the 
Lincoln Day dinner in Baltimore last 
winter. In a speech then she told how 
she had heard Lincoln deliver the Gettys- 
burg address and how she had been taken 
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Equal Rights 


TIME + «> TIDE 


The only weekl y review in the world edited 
and controlled solely by women. 

Amongst the Directors are Viscountess 
a, — West, Prof. Winifred Cullis, 


O.B.E 
with the issue October 12 TIME 

AND TIDE will be increased in size, the pub- 

lished price will be advanced from 8 cents to 
12 cents, but direct subscribers registered be- 
fore October 12 will enjoy the present sub- 
scription rates for a period of not less than 
5 ga ; these rates are: three months, 
12.80 ; six months, $1.92; twelve months, 
3.60. The new subscription rates after Octo- 
ber 12 wil be: three 1 $1.79 ; six months, 
$3.00 ; twelve months, $ 

88 FLEET SRE LONDON E. C. 4. 


DAY PRINTING 


Printers 


600 EAST LOMBARD STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


by her parents to both of his K 
tions. 

She was the daughter of N. I. and 
Emiline Gorsuch and was born and spent 
all of her life in Westminster. 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


Treasurer's Report 


EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to Sep- 
tember 1, 1928, $1,456,772.60. 
Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, September 1 to 16, 1928: 


Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, N. Y $75.00 
Mrs. Winifred Fouts, 1 10.00 
Mrs. James Hopkins Smith, Tex : 10.00 
Mrs. A. H. Bright, Minn 5.00 
Dr. Minerva Blair Pontius, Ind 4 65.00 
Miss Emma Arnall, D. C : 1.00 
Mrs. Henrietta Glaser, D. C e 1.00 
Mrs. May R. Tuttle, N. Y N 10.00 
Per Virginia . 
(Virginia Branch retaining dues in ex- 
cess of 25 cents) 
Mrs. Sophie G. 25 
Mrs. Perey Read 25 
Mrs. E. C. Nicol 25 
Mrs. Lucy Graves... 25 
Mrs. R. .25 
Miss Izora de Wolf oe ; 25 
Mrs. M. B. Somer ville. 25 
Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa. R 5.00 
Miss Esther McLaughlin, F 1.00 
Per New Jersey Branch: 
(New Jersey Branch retaining dues in 
excess of 25 cents) 
Mrs. Jane C. Moore 50 
Miss Paula Laddey... 3 25 
Mrs. Clara Laddey 
Miss Alice Paul, N. J... 50.0 
Mrs. Stephen H. P. P ee oars 50.00 
Mrs. Annie Smith, D. C.. 1. 
Miss Edna L. Parker, 6 1. 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters. . 602.87 
$890.62 
5 Rights Committee: 
nald R. Hooker, Md 300.00 


Total receipts, September 1 to 16, 1928... 1, 190.62 
Total 7, 1912, to Sep- 


Subscribe for EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a Year 
19 West Chase Street, Baltimore, Md. 


Clark’s 


25th Annual Cruise to the 


MEDITERRANEAN and the NEAR EAST 


By the Chartered Cunard-Anchor Liner “Transylvania” 
A new oil-burner, 17,000 tons register. 
Madeira, Canary Islands, Morocco, Spain, Algiers, Malta, Greece, Constantinople, Palestine, 
10 days in Egypt, Italy, French Riviera, Cherbourg, Glasgow, New York. 
Siæty-si days, Fare, including Hotels, Drives, Railway fares, Fees ashore, etc., $600-$1750 
according to cabin. Everything first class throughout. Leaves New York January Soth. 


MANY EXTRA SIDE TRIPS AVAILABLE 


Mrs. Helena Hill Weed, a Founder of the National Woman’s Party, will conduct a special party 
on this cruise, the members of which, 


at no additional expense, will make a 
special study of the women of the countries visited. 


For full information address 


HELENA HILL WEED, Box 612, South Norwalk, Conn. 
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